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Media has been found to have a significant impact on shaping the behavior of people and interactions. It has however remained unclear how the media TV shows particularly soap operas influence romantic relationships. Svedsen (2011) contends that recent human behavior clearly indicates aspects imitated from television shows, but the question however remains how do these imitations affect romantic relationships. This research paper in its entirety would particularly aim to explore the types of soap operas that command the largest viewership, reasons for watching, their accessibility, and their effects on the viewer’s perception regarding romantic relationships. 
To collect enough data to enable this study to achieve its primary goals, I would adopt a descriptive survey design. Quantitative data for this project would be drawn from sampled populations, specifically women who are believed to represent the highest viewership. Besides, qualitative data would be obtained from carefully selected respondents. 









Statement of the problem
Evidence drawn from previous research works indicates that humans learn and apply whatever they see on the media (Galloway et al., 2015). Similarly, it is believed that soap operas have also had a significant impact on the lives of women and consequently on their perceptions regarding relationships. Johnson and Holmes (2009) observed that soap operas are artistic nature and their contents affect cultural identity and values. 
Besides, successful soap operas have continued to have a significant impact on their viewers since most of them incorporate domestic violence, drugs, and prostitution among others. Rafael (2014) observes that most soap operas are not responsible for the nature of content that they produce and that replication of this behavior by the audience could result into domestic violence among other negative vices in the society. This is what this current paper seeks to determine. Similarly, as observed by Bhushan and Singh (2013) in their analysis of the effects of anti-social television soap operas in promoting domestic violence, most soap operas influence the norms about domestic violence. 
Rafael (2014) argues that soap operas writers usually strive to develop fictional characters modeling behaviors that are at times negative. For this reason, their female audiences, through these stories, learn about domestic abuse which they tend to apply in their relationships. It is understood that soap operas are designed for entertainment, however, their impact on romantic relationships cannot go unnoticed considering its influence in the development of domestic violence. Not only about women but rather the general viewership of the soap operas has always tried to copy behaviors that could be violent causing the disintegration of romantic relationships. This paper will however focus on the female viewers.
Research questions
This research study would be guided by the following research questions:
· Which types of soap operas have the highest female viewership?
· What are the main reasons for watching soap operas?
· Does continuous exposure to soap operas influence the perceptions of the viewers?
· What is the relationship between soap operas and domestic violence among married females?
Research objectives
This study would be guided by a single general objective aiming to explore the influence of soap operas on romantic heterosexual relationships. In this study, I would be keen to investigate the influence of soap operas in enhancing domestic violence among married females in heterosexual romantic relationships. 
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